
To: School District #20 Trustees    Date: January 13, 2009 
 Jean Borsa, Superintendent 
 
Proposal for School District #20 facilities in the community of Rossland, BC 
 
 
Given the following: 

- we are currently experiencing and will continue to experience declining 
enrollment for the foreseeable future 

- we have facilities in our community that are underutilized 
- the Ministry of Education is promoting “Neighborhoods of Learning” 

 
This proposal introduces you to the RSS Community Theatre. 
 
The focus of this document is to explore long term options for the use of the current 
Rossland Secondary School facility, particularly its auditorium and stage in potential 
cooperation with the following organizations. 
 
 
Local 

- the City of Rossland 
- Rossland Light Opera 
- The Gold Fever Follies 
- The Old Fire Hall 
- Rossland Film Festival 
- The RSS Music Department 
- The RSS Drama Department 
- The RSS Dance Academy 
- Rossland Arts Council 

Farther Afield 
- Trail and District Arts Council 
- Selkirk College 
- Capilano College 
- Kootenay Concert Connection 
-  

 
 
 
 

 
Background 
 
 The current Rossland Secondary School facility was built in the mid 1950’s 
and has hosted a wide variety of entertainment over its lifetime.  Rossland’s own 
Light Opera Players have enthralled the community with numerous musical theatre 
productions, many from Gilbert and Sullivan.  Artists such as Valdi, BTO (before it 
became BTO), and others have rocked the walls of the building.  It has a rich history 
and ambiance that would be impossible to duplicate in a newly built school facility.  
The space availability and acoustics are two very positive attributes this facility 
offers.  While it is very likely that renovation costs are likely to be more costly than 
building new, I believe we should embrace the history and the solidness of this 
facility, making a commitment to our community to provide a building that can offer 
more than just education for our children.  It should focus on the needs of all citizens 
in our community, from youth to seniors. 
 
A Look Around 
 
 Lake Country in the Okanagan Valley of B.C. is home to George Elliot 
Secondary School and the Creekside Theatre.  This facility provides educational 
offerings to Grades 8-12 under the umbrella of School District #23 but also opens its 
doors to the public on numerous occasions for concerts, live theatre, community 
performances and art shows.  The Full Moon Theatre Company features 
performances throughout the academic year put on by students from the Drama 



Dept at GESS.  The theatre has permanent seating for 266 people. As a public 
venue, they provide facilities for concerts, theatrical and musical performances and 
movie nights, similar to what the Trail and District Arts Council offers at the Royal 
Theatre.  Facility rental and technician fees are outlined on their website – 
performances put on by student groups from the local school district are not 
charged. 
http://www.creeksidetheatre.com/ 
http://www.ges.sd23.bc.ca 
 
 Capilano College in North Vancouver, B.C., offers a Theatre Production degree 
with a truly hands on approach.  Over its 2 year program, students are directly 
involved in the production of 8 performances, with almost half of their courses as 
practicums.  Students are required to log volunteer hours for various roles including 
stage managers, sound technicians and lighting technicians, and take an active role 
in set design and construction, set dressing and stage work during productions.  
They participate in every phase of a production from readings and auditions, through 
rehearsals and into final shows. 
http://www.capcollege.bc.ca/ 
 
The End Product 
 
 The vision for this proposal would see an active cultural segment of our 
community with RSS as its hub, offering many types of entertainment for Rossland 
and Greater Trail citizens.  The primary focus would be around theatre productions – 
musical, drama, comedy – with partnerships both in the community and beyond.  
Parallel to that would be the ability to offer our upgraded venue as a concert facility 
for artists from across the country. The formation of a special events coordination 
team employed in partnership with the School District and the City of Rossland, and 
in association with local Arts councils and cultural groups, could bring in a number of 
artists between our theatre offerings. This venue has always been popular for 
community events such as the Winter Carnival talent show, year end shows for local 
dance troupes such as STEPS and the RSS dance academy, RSS Music Department 
concerts, local fundraisers and craft fairs.  In addition, the possibility exists for the 
venue as a rental for private functions, using the cafeteria for meal preparation. 
 
Facility Upgrades 
 
 In order to offer this expanded list of events, a number of items would have 
to be addressed. 

- a new and improved sound system 
- additional lighting 
- new curtains 
- construction of a green room 
- additional staging equipment for backdrops 
- an upgraded catwalk 
- a new ladder!! 
- Portable, yet comfortable seating 

 
Establishment of a Theatre Academy 
 
 Based on, and perhaps in conjunction with, the program offered by Capilano 
College, a Theatre Academy could offer Greater Trail students and those from farther 
afield, a chance to experience a program for acting and theatre production.  It would 



provide the same basic structure as other successful academies at RSS currently 
offer, with the option to do some online course work as well as taking courses in the 
regular curriculum.  A program such as this would require additional staffing, likely in 
the form of a director of similar caliber to our Drama dept head, Lisa Henderson, who 
would partner with her to offer both on and off time table courses.  A billeting 
program would also be required for out of town students. 
 
 An exciting aspect to this program would be the opportunity to partner with 2 
very prestigious organizations, the Rossland Light Opera Players (RLOP) and the Gold 
Fever Follies.  Partnerships could be established to bolster the performer and 
production ranks, especially of the RLOP, giving the students an opportunity to 
participate in local productions.  
 
 
Conclusion 
 
There is great opportunity to use this versatile venue as a hub for the community, 
the school district and local organizations to bring entertainment to the citizens of 
Rossland and the Greater trail region. 
 
 
 
Yours respectfully, 
 
Christina Pistner 
ppistner@shaw.ca 
250-362-7645 
250-368-7286 (cell) 


